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How children learn to read at Newton Bluecoat CE Primary School
At Newton Bluecoat, we believe that children grow as readers in an environment rich in literature. From three to eleven years old pupils have access to a wide range of age-appropriate books in their classrooms. At every opportunity, our teachers enrich on-going topics and events by reading stories and sharing non-fiction texts with children. Older children engage in extended studies of longer novels through a range of drama, discussions and written tasks while younger pupils respond to texts through role-play, small world scenarios and music.
Oxford Reading Tree 
Once children are secure with their phonics sounds and they can accurately blend the sounds and read fluently, we use the Oxford Reading tree scheme to support our children in developing their reading skills. The books are banded according to their level of difficulty, providing children with a challenging reading experience, which also allows them to use their developing phonic and whole word knowledge to read independently. The Oxford Reading tree scheme comprises of a mixture of Fiction, Non-fiction and Traditional Tales, which allows children to experience a variety of texts. 
In Key Stage Two, children are exposed to texts of increasing length and complexity. They look for links between books and authors and approach their reading more analytically. They continue to develop preferences for genres and authors. They learn to identify more sophisticated language devices and acquire new vocabulary. 
Library
All children throughout school visit our school library every fortnight. They get to listen to stories, talk about their books and choose a new book to take home with them. We have a volunteer librarian who looks after our library and reads stories to the children. She also recommends books for our children to choose. 
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