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I hope you have all had a lovely time over the summer and I am sure you are now ready for your child to start the new school year, so welcome to Year 6! I am looking forward to working together with you again so that we can create a very exciting and productive final year at Newton Bluecoat for your child. I hope that you and your child enjoy the new challenges and approaches to learning that Year 6 has to offer!

Class Routines

· The children will be doing PE on Thursday and Fridays. Please ensure your child has their PE kit in school and that all items are clearly labelled - ALL JEWELLERY TO BE REMOVED.  
· Staff in class this year will be Mr Williams (teacher), Ms Simmonite (TA Monday-Friday) and Mrs Burton (PPA Cover Wednesday PM)
· If your child wishes, they may bring their own water bottle in to school to keep in class to keep hydrated throughout the day. Please make sure your child’s name is written clearly on their water bottle and I will remind them to change their water regularly. 
· Mrs Burton will be teaching the class PSHE and Music on a Wednesday afternoon.
· The last thing I would like to say is that this year our teamwork is vital if your child is to make the progress he or she deserves. So please feel free to come and speak to me at any time if you have any concerns. If you need to contact me then please email office@newtonbluecoat.lancs.sch.uk with FAO Mr Williams in the subject box.

Topics

Our topic theme for the Autumn Term will be ‘Survival’. 

	Science – Living Things
	History - Vikings
	PSHE – Keeping healthy
	RE – The Exodus

	Art –Picasso
	Novel – The 1000 year old boy



Reading

This year, we will be working on developing all our children as enthusiastic readers so therefore reading will be a key part of the Year 6 curriculum and timetable. We will be completing the ‘30 Book Challenge’ where your child will have the opportunity to read 30 books throughout the year with differing themes and topics. 

Your child will be expected to read independently or with an adult every day. Please can you ensure your child has their reading book in school every day and that you sign your child’s reading diary when you have listened to them read at home. When listening to your child read, please can you always question them about what they have read to check that they are reading with understanding and inference. If you would like a set of question prompts to use with your child, please let me know and I will willingly send you a copy home.

Homework

Homework is a key part of learning in Year 6 and will always be planned to reinforce work in class or as an introduction to class work. It is vitally important for your support in encouraging your child to complete homework tasks as it does embed skills they have learnt in class. 

In Year 6, there will be a weekly piece of Literacy and Maths homework set in order for preparation for SATs – these will be set on Maths.co.uk and SPAG.com. Maths and English homework tasks will be set on a Tuesday for them to be handed in on the following Monday. Spellings will set on a Friday with them being tested the following Friday. Homework will be marked on a Monday – ready for the new tasks to be handed out on a Tuesday. The children will have folders to take their homework home in.

Thank you for reading and I am sure we are going to have a very successful year ahead!

Mr Williams 
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